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O]ﬁ'ce Memonmdzmz e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO : DD/I DATE: 10 November 1955
FROM : AD/RR
SUBJECT: Short Brief on Soviet Naval Construction

1. In response to your request of a few days ago, I am submitting
the enclosed brief on Soviet naval construction. As I understood
the request, the Director also desired to have a brief rundown on the
intelligence production activities within the community on this
subject.

2. 1 hope that the enclosed provides basic answers to his
inquiries.
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I. .&miluhmtx of Intellige nce op Soviet Naval Construction.

1. Intelligence information on Soviet maval comnstructicn has
stantly diminishing since 1950. This decline is dus to
25X1A2¢ ﬁt&m virtusl cessation of the return of prischers of war,

& NSA 2, Currently, chservatiomal
reports om the Leningrad area,
tion is centered,
Bee areas. BSoviet efforts to cover their naval
elosing of primcipal production centers

170T00666R000100020003-0
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reporis are largely limited to sttache

shipbuildiag efforts, by
to travel and by housing of cone

struction in covered vays and by screeming of cpen ways » 18 reducing the
value of chservational reports. ,
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b, Unless nev sources of informaticn become aveilsble, Puture esti-
mates of pavel comstruction will necesssrily be besed on past production,
capsbilities derived from detailed studtes of facilities, and estimated
intentions.

ONY provides information on Soviet naval comstruction by listing
new vessels placed in operation with the Soviet Fleet together with &
deseription of the vessel's charmcteristics. CIA/CER, on the other hand,
provides information on annusl Production, reported in stenderd displace-
ment tons and by numbers and types of vessala, which 1s & measure of the
econmmic sffort expended. There is close agreement betwsen CIA/CRR pro-
duction estimetes and (NI {nfarmetion reasrding nev vessels placed in
operation.

2. A brief tabulation of

estimated Soviet navel production, 1952-55,
made by CIA/ORR follows:

Soviet Raval Production

in vwhich about 30 percent of naval praduc -
and Lo occaslonal Cf reports og the leningrad and Black

T% 2% Yessel

1952 1983 195 195

Crulser 3 3 3 2
Destroyer 19 i7 i8 12
Submarine 18 28 62 91
Minesweeper 20 £0 20
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duze intelligence on Soviet mmvel comstructiom. In (NI, three Branches of
the Intelligence Froductionm Divielsn {(ses the chart, Em-l, 1) are zoncerned
with production Cor Subsection E (Shigbulldlag) under Section 5k (Menu-
*acturing and Comstruction) of MIS 26 (USSR) ani im prepering estimates of
oubers and zharacteristics of new comstruction of Soviet nawal vesseis
becoming operaticnal.

2. In CIAJCRR the Shipbuildisg Branch, Industrisl Division (£ cnomic
Research Aves), dves research In depth on the econmic sspects o Boviet
naval comstrucstion. These studies takn the form of Jetalled yard studies
of facilities and sver<ail coumiry stedies of pavel and msr-laat construce
tion slanted toward capabilities, inpute, and the impact ou the econusy
2 rmevent conptrustion.

3. APOIN produzes intelligence o2 shipbullding sepabilities in conmec«
tion with Afr Target studies.

L., An BIC Subcommittes on Shipbuliding was “crawed in May 1955, Ite
primary work to jate has been in Jerising resesrch and collection defi-
r{eprise and in the Jevelaopment of ap agreed methololugy or estimaling
shipyard capability. Intersgency wvorking relatiomnships are very good.
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